
The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph       December 27, 2020 

“But pray, my children. God will hear you in a little while. 
My son allows Himself to be moved with compassion.” 

The message of our Blessed Mother 
to the children of  Pontmain, France 

January 17, 1871 
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Potomac Falls, VA 20165 
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Pastor 
Reverend  Anthony J. Killian 
 

Parochial Vicar 
Reverend Jordan M. Willard 
Deacon 
Deacon Marco M. Rajkovich 
 

Parish Office  
Monday-Friday 
9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
703-433-6770 
 

Religious Education Office 
Monday-Thursday 
9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
703-433-6564 

 

Our Lady of Hope 
Catholic School 
 

A National Blue Ribbon School 
 

46633 Algonkian Parkway 
Potomac Falls, VA 20165 
703-433-6760 
ourladyofhopeschool.net 
school@ourladyofhope.net 
 

Principal 
Mary Beth Pittman 
 

Office Manager 
Angela Matzke 

5:00 p.m. (Vigil) 
7:30, 9:00 & 10:30 a.m. 
12:15 p.m. 
 
8:30 a.m. 
 
 

 

7:00 p.m. until line ends 
9:00 a.m. until line ends 
 
 

 
9:00 a.m. -  8:00 p.m. 
 

 

Sunday Masses 
Saturday 
Sunday 
 
Daily Masses 
Monday-Saturday 
 
 
 
 

Sacrament of Penance 
Thursdays 
Saturdays 
By appointment: Call the office to schedule. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
Thursdays 
 
 

Rosary 
Preceding the 8:30 a.m. daily Mass 
 

Parish Registration  
We invite you to register as part of our parish community.  
Forms are available in the parish office or in the in the narthex.   
 

Formed.org Parish Code: D M W Y B P     FaithDirect Parish ID: VA79    
 
 

Text-to-Give: Text the amount you would like to give to 703-343-9211. 
 
 
 

Live stream Schedule:        ourladyofhope.net/stream  
Sunday: 9:00 & 10:30 a.m.               Monday-Saturday: 8:30 a.m. 
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Director of Music    x134 
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Laurie Berstene 
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secretary@ourladyofhope.net  
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ssilk@ourladyofhope.net  

PARISH STAFF 

 

What does it mean to be an active Catholic? Those seeking to celebrate Marriage, have children baptized, or have a letter signed to 
serve as sponsors for Confirmation or Baptism should be parishioners and active, practicing Catholics. To be considered active, 
one must have been registered in the parish for at least three months, attend Mass regularly, and be committed to 
a stewardship of time, talent, and treasure. We encourage all parishioners to become active in one of the parish organizations.   
 

In a community as large as Our Lady of Hope, our most effective means of verifying active participation is through the use of parish 
offertory envelopes or electronic giving, such as Faith Direct. If you choose not to participate in the support of the parish, or are unable 
to contribute at this time, please note your prayerful support on your envelope and place it in the weekly offertory. We will then be 
aware of your continued participation, and you will not be noted as "inactive" on our parish roster. 

PARISH INFORMATION 

 

Baptism & Baptism Class: Baptisms are held on Sundays at 
1:30 p.m. The baptism class for parents is held one Saturday a 
month at 11:00 a.m. Please call the Parish Secretary to  
pre-register for the next available class. 
Sacrament of Matrimony: In accordance with the regulations of 
the  Bishop of Arlington, couples must contact a priest and begin 
preparation at least six months prior to the wedding. Parish 
registration and active participation for a minimum of three 
months is required before preparation may begin. Couples who 
are living together will be asked to live separately during the 
preparation time as living together before marriage is sinful and 
harmful to the future marriage. 

First Communion: For Children: Generally, First Communion is 
received when a child is in second grade. Preparation for First 
Communion is a two year process, and students must 
complete both first and second grade classes before 
receiving Holy Communion. Please contact the Religious 
Education Office with questions. 
  
Sacramental Preparation for Adults (RCIA): Adults who wish to 
receive Baptism, First Communion, and/or Confirmation are 
invited to attend the Inquiry Class on Thursday evenings. Please 
contact the Parish Secretary or visit the website to register. 

PREPARING FOR SACRAMENTS 

 

Sunday,  December 27:   
7:30 a.m.     Mass for the People of Our Lady of Hope 
9:00 a.m.     Reverend Sunny Josephs by Jeanne Hayward 
10:30 a.m. Reverend William P. Saunders by Peter and Andrea Bendo 
12:15 p.m. +Mary K. Stinemeyer by Peter and Carol Oliveri   

Monday, December 28:  The Holy Innocents, Martyrs 
8:30 a.m. +Vilma Kaufmann by Barbara Principe 
 

Tuesday, December 29:  St. Thomas Becket, Bishop and Martyr  
8:30 a.m. Luke and Lauren Schierer by the Schierer Family 
 

Wednesday, December 30:  
8:30 a.m. Reverend William Schierer by the Schierer Family   

Thursday, December 31:  St. Sylvester, Pope  
8:30 a.m. Russ and Jeanne Hayward 
 

5:00 p.m. Intentions of the Celebrant 
 

Friday, January 1:  Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God 
9:00 a.m. Intentions of the Celebrant 
11:00 a.m. Mass for the People of Our Lady of Hope 
 

Saturday, January 2:  Ss. Basil the Great and Gregory Nazianzen,  
                Bishops and Doctors of the Church  
8:30 a.m. +Sr. Margaret Mary Singer by the Cordary Family 
5:00 p.m. Jerome &  Jennie Dobrzelewski by William &  Marcia Keating 

 
 

To schedule a Mass for 2021, please visit the parish office. 
The 2022 Mass book will open in April 2021. 

MASSES OF THE WEEK 



Please be sure to subscribe to our parish newsletter! Should 
restrictions change, this is our fastest, most reliable means of 
keeping you up-to-date. Not on the list? Sign up at  
tinyurl.com/OLOH-email. 
 
 

†Bishop Burbidge has retained the dispensation from attend-
ing Sunday Mass and Holy Days of Obligation for all the faith-
ful of the Diocese during this time, which includes the Solem-
nities of the Immaculate Conception, Christmas, and Mary, 
Mother of God. If you or those for whom you care are 

"vulnerable" to infection or the serious effects of corona-
virus, please join us via live stream.  
 

Those who are "vulnerable" are:  
     -over the age of 65, 
     -have existing heart or lung conditions, 
     -have diabetes, and/or 
     -are otherwise immunocompromised.  
 

If you feel sick in any way, are coughing, or are sneezing fre-
quently, please avoid public gatherings, including liturgical 
celebrations. 

Prayer for Peace of Pope Francis (2016) 
 
Lord Jesus, we adore your cross which frees us from sin, the 
origin of every division and evil; we proclaim your resurrec-
tion, which ransoms man from the slavery of failure and 
death; we await your coming in glory, which will bring to ful-
fillment your kingdom of justice, joy and peace. 
 

Lord Jesus, by your glorious passion, conquer the hardness of our hearts, imprisoned by hatred and selfishness; by the pow-
er of your resurrection, save the victims of injustice and maltreatment from their suffering; by the fidelity of your coming, 
confound the culture of death and make the triumph of life shine forth. 
 
Lord Jesus, unite to your cross the sufferings of the many innocent victims: the children, the elderly, and the persecuted 
Christians; envelop in paschal light those who are deeply wounded: abused persons, deprived of freedom and dignity; 
let those who live in uncertainty experience the enduring constancy of your kingdom: the exiles, refugees, and those who 
have lost the joy of living. 
 
Lord Jesus, cast forth the shadow of your cross over peoples at war; may they learn the way of reconciliation, dialogue and 
forgiveness; let the peoples so wearied by bombing experience the joy of your resurrection: raise up Iraq and Syria from 
devastation; reunite your dispersed children under your gentle kingship: sustain Christians in the Diaspora and grant them 
the unity of faith and love. 
 
O Virgin Mary, Queen of peace, you who stood at the foot of the cross, obtain from your Son pardon for our sins; you who 
never doubted the victory of his resurrection, sustain our faith and our hope; you who are enthroned as Queen in glory, 



 
On this feast of the Holy Family, 
we want to offer all families 
blessings. “Family” may have a 
lot of different connotations 
these days. In the United 
States, the “father, mother, 
child” family is less common 
now, and large Catholic families 
are not as common as they 
once were. The concept of 
family is more fluid with many 
forms of blended families due 
to second marriages, multigen-
erational households, and other 
living arrangements. In a recent 
survey by the Pew research 
center, four in ten babies are 
born to single mothers. Other 
children are being raised by 
grandparents or foster parents.  
 
POWER IN PRESCRIBED  
RITUALS 
Joseph and Mary presented 
Jesus in the temple at eight 
days old, as was prescribed by 
Mosaic law. For many Catholic 
families, baptismal gowns were 
handed down through genera-
tions, and a baptism was a time 
of great celebration. Sadly, in 
our culture, baptisms continue  
to decline. There are many rea-
sons for this: fewer practicing 
Catholics, more interfaith mar-
riages, more secular weddings, 
fewer weddings by clergy, and  
problems or misunderstand-
ings that turn people away. 
Many have left the church alto-
gether because of the way they 
were treated. For some the 
parish is not a welcoming place. 
For others baptism has be-
come just a ritual they go 
through for the sake of the 
grandparents.  

  Continued on page 5 

READ AND REFLECT 



 

When the days were completed for their purification  accord-
ing to the law of Moses,  they took him up to Jerusalem to pre-
sent him to the Lord, just as it is written in the law of the Lord,  
Every male that opens the womb shall be consecrated to the 
Lord, / and to offer the sacrifice of / a pair of turtledoves or 
two young pigeons, in accordance with the dictate in the law 
of the Lord.  
 

Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon. 
This man was righteous and devout, awaiting the consolation 
of Israel,  and the Holy Spirit was upon him. It had been re-
vealed to him by the Holy Spirit  that he should not see 
death  before he had seen the Christ of the Lord. He came in 
the Spirit into the temple; and when the parents brought in the 
child Jesus to perform the custom of the law in regard to 
him,  he took him into his arms and blessed God, saying: 

“Now, Master, you may let your servant go 
in peace, according to your word, 
for my eyes have seen your salvation, 
which you prepared in sight of all the peoples, 
a light for revelation to the Gentiles, 
and glory for your people Israel.” 

The child’s father and mother were amazed at what was said 
about him;  and Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his 
mother,  

“Behold, this child is destined 
for the fall and rise of many in Israel, 
and to be a sign that will be contradicted  
and you yourself a sword will pierce—  
so that the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed.” 
 

There was also a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, 
of the tribe of Asher. She was advanced in years, having lived 
seven years with her husband after her marriage,  and then as 
a widow until she was eighty-four. She never left the tem-
ple,  but worshiped night and day with fasting and prayer. And 
coming forward at that very time, she gave thanks to God and 
spoke about the child to all who were awaiting the redemption 
of Jerusalem.   
 

When they had fulfilled all the prescriptions of the law of the 
Lord, they returned to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. 
The child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom;  and 
the favor of God was upon him. 

LUKE 1:26-38 

 
Ps. 128:1-2, 3, 4-5 

R./ Blessed are those who fear the Lord and 
      walk in his ways. 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 

 

God sets a father in honor over his children; 
a mother’s authority he confirms over her sons. 
Whoever honors his father atones for sins, 
and preserves himself from them. 
When he prays, he is heard; 
he stores up riches who reveres his mother. 
Whoever honors his father is gladdened by children, 
and, when he prays, is heard. 
Whoever reveres his father will live a long life; 
he who obeys his father brings comfort to his mother. 
My son, take care of your father when he is old; 
grieve him not as long as he lives. 
Even if his mind fail, be considerate of him; 
revile him not all the days of his life; 
kindness to a father will not be forgotten, 
firmly planted against the debt of your sins 
—a house raised in justice to you. 

SIRACH 2:3-6, 12-14 

 

Brothers and sisters:  Put on, as God’s chosen ones, holy 
and beloved, heartfelt compassion, kindness, humility, gen-
tleness, and patience, bearing with one another and forgiv-
ing one another,  if one has a grievance against another;  as 
the Lord has forgiven you, so must you also do. And over 
all these put on love,  that is, the bond of perfection. And 
let the peace of Christ control your hearts, the peace into 
which you were also called in one body. And be thankful. 
Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly,  as in all wisdom 
you teach and admonish one another, singing psalms, 
hymns, and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to 
God. And whatever you do, in word or in deed,  do every-
thing in the name of the Lord Jesus,  giving thanks to God 
the Father through him.  
Wives, be subordinate to your husbands,  as is proper in 
the Lord. Husbands, love your wives,  and avoid any bitter-
ness toward them. Children, obey your parents in every-
thing, for this is pleasing to the Lord. Fathers, do not pro-
voke your children,  so they may not become discouraged. 

COLOSSIANS 3:12-21 

 
EXAMPLES IN OUR ELDERS 
When someone does present a child for baptism, it can become too easy for others to pass judgment because the parents 
don’t know the rubrics well, or aren’t dressed better, or “why is that single mother having her baby baptized during Mass?” 
Notice that the Gospel says nothing about the priests of the temple and how they received Jesus. Rather it talks about Sim-
eon and Anna. They are worth a study in themselves. Simeon is a devout man who is there waiting for a particular sign, and 
it is fulfilled when he see the Christ Child. Anna is just in the temple praying, as is her custom. After the presentation of Je-
sus, she does what she does best—she goes back to praying in the temple. Perhaps these readings teach us how we as a 
faith community can see the sacredness in those families presenting their children for baptism, and welcome them as did 
Anna and Simeon. May we all learn from their wisdom!  
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Please pray for all those who serve our community 
and country, and all the sick & homebound members 
of our parish. Please also pray for vocations and for all 
the priests in our diocese, especially our parish semi-
narians: Aaron de Sa, James Joseph, and John Meyer-
hofer. 
 

For those in need of prayer:  Anna Carillo, Rocina Daez, Mer-
cy Delaney, Alan Demascus, Kristin Grasson, Odette Hand, Adri-
an Jeffery, Brenda Kubicki, Jane Marinich, Lillian Mehan, Maria de 
Nazare, Bruce Nelson, JoAnn Nelson, Leigh Perkins, Bill & Susan 
Pruzensky, Kathy Schmitt, Marcus Jose de Souza Lima, Kenny 
and Joy Stevens, and for those whose suffering is known only to 
God.  
 

For those who have died:   Paul Behrends, Mary Daly, Kathy 
McGuth,  Derek Smeds, Joanne Sullivan,  Charito Umali, and for 
all the Poor Souls in Purgatory. 

Altar Servers Jeff Grado 703.477.9177 
Altar Society Alfonso & Janeth Pena 571.375.2650 
American Heritage Girls 
Area Agency on Aging Rich Payne 703.887.9765 
Birthright Mary Lynn Linzmeyer 703.431.2247 
Boy Scouts Mark Lavery 202.302.5260 
Cub Scouts MaƩhew Koehler 

Elise Chawaga 
913.908.6798 
571.215.5149 

Culture of Life Fran Black 703.726.1643 
CYO Sports Raynelle Araque 703.404.3442 
Empty Nesters/50+ Donna Bongiovanni 

Therese Bracken 
703.346.1152 
703.444.1977 

GiŌ Shop Sherry Grasson 571.213.4620 
Homeschoolers Heather Ward 571.331.4394 
Jr. Legion of Mary Virginia Rowell 703.629.4168 
Knights of Columbus Jay TippeƩ 703.629.7954 
Ladies of Hope/ENDOW Marie Kennedy 703.433.0864 
Lectors Fran Labate 703.470.6389 
Legion of Mary   
Moms’ Group Chris Bongiovanni 

Liz Andersen 
917.301.3287 
571.269.5193 

Parish Service Partnership psp@ourladyoĬope.net 
Ushers John Grzechowiak 703.444.0023 
Fiat Young Adults youngadults@ourladyoĬope.net 

ahgtroopva1975@gmail.com 

GROUPS AND MINISTRIES PRAYER LIST 

Find us on social media! 
 

@OLOHChurch       
@OLOH_Crusaders 

 

@OLOHChurch 
@OLOHSchool   
 

 

@OLOHChurch 
 

Our Lady of Hope 
Catholic Church 
 

@OLOHChurch 

 

Consider a gift of stock as a donation to our parish or 
diocese. In exchange for a gift of long-appreciated 
securities (stock), you can receive an income tax  
deduction and avoid capital gains taxes on the gift. 
For more information, call 703-841-3819 or visit  
arlingtondiocese.org. 

GIVE THE GIFT OF STOCK 

 

From the Northern Virginia Agency Network & the 
Area Agency on Aging: 
 

A COVID-19 online risk assessment checklist has 
been developed by BellAge using data from the CDC  
and WHO. BellAge’s team of experts in public health, 
behavior change, education, and emerging technolo-
gies created the system to help you make the best 
decisions about your health, and the health of your 
family, during the pandemic. There are a number of 
national health and social service organizations that 
are collaborating with BellAge to reach millions of 
people and alert them to the CV19 CheckUp tool.  
 

The CV19CheckUp tool is available online to evaluate 
a user’s level of risk to the virus and offers recom-
mendations and resources to reduce that risk. There 
is no cost to use this checklist. No personal identifia-
ble information  is collected. 
 

It takes 5-10 minutes to complete the checklist, which 
can  help you understand risk levels so you can make 
safe choices whenever possible. The checklist is 
available at CV19CheckUp.org. 

COVID-19 RISK ASSESSMENT TOOL 
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